
 
A Brief Study of "Hear" in the New Testament 

 
At other times, hear carries the meaning  exposed.  We find this sense in Lk 12:1-3 in which Jesus 

strongly admonishes his disciples: “"Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  Nothing is 
covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.  Therefore whatever you have said 
in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed 
on the housetops.””  See also Mt 4:22; 10:26; 1 Cor 4: 5; etc.  Undoubtedly Jesus intends for his followers 
to have a righteousness that is authentic in private as well as in the open.  The reason is clear: these secret 
(evil) attitudes, thoughts, words, actions, and so on, will not escape public unveiling on the Day of 
Judgment when they are paraded before God who “judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.”  Rom 2:16.  
On that day, the nature and character of all such deeds will be lifted (as in the case of bread which is made 
to rise by the secret but effectual work of leaven) from the depths of deceptive obscurity to naked exposure 
before the eyes of the omniscient, righteous Judge to whom we are all accountable, Heb 4: 13.   
 A further example is found in Romans 10.  There, the apostle Paul summarizes the first thirteen 
verses with the firm declaration that, in his sovereign, gracious omnipotence, the Lord freely and 
universally bestows his bountiful riches on all who call on him.  “For "everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved."” v. 13.  He then goes on to stipulate the ordinary means that God has appointed 
for such salvation to be received: “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching?”  v. 14.   
 Our current context demands that we understand hear in a technical and restricted way.  In the 
above sequence, Paul moves from the effect to the cause.  Calling upon Christ in faith is preceded by 
believing which follows hearing.  Therefore, hearing Christ as he is freely offered in the gospel is a hearing 
that leads to salvation- it is the kind of hearing that leads to believing in Christ and consequently, to an 
urgent appeal to him for salvation.  This is to be clearly understood from the regressive development of 
Paul’s thought.  (William Hendriksen, Exposition of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1953-2001, p.349.  Logos Bible Software).  When one hears, believes and calls, one has the 
immutable assurance that one will be saved.  “For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will 
not be put to shame."” v. 11.   
 This hearing therefore cannot be the ordinary exercise of the auditory functions; it signifies a true 
hearing of Christ, that is to say, the type of hearing that is produced by faith: “So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”  v. 17.  It is no wonder then that Paul explicitly 
describes such hearing and receiving Christ as obeying the gospel, v. 16.  “The content of hearing is 
determined by the content of the message [which] ..  is always the offering of salvation and ethical 
demand in one. Hearing, then, is always the reception both of grace and of the call to repentance. 
This means that the only marks to distinguish true hearing from purely physical hearing are 
faith”- Mt 8:10; 9:2; 17:20; etc., “and action.”  Mt 7:16, 24, 26; Rev 2:13; etc. New Testament “.. hearing 
as reception of the declared will of God always implies affirmation of this will as the willing of 
salvation and repentance by the man who believes and acts.”  There thus arises, as the crowning 
concept of the obedience which consists in faith and the faith which consists in obedience, ..”  Rom 
1:5; 16:26.  (Kittel, G., Bromiley, G. W., & Friedrich, G. (Eds.). (1964–). Theological Dictionary of the 
New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, p. 220.  Logos Bible Software.  [Emphasis added]. 
 He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
  

  


